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Alan R. Liss; New York, 1982 
viii + 94 pages. f 12.00 
This compact hardback volume is the first in a 
series edited by Spector and Back, intended to 
provide ‘ . .information about new biochemical 
pharmacologic techniques and their application in 
one reference source.‘. However, this first volume 
comes out as rather a botch-patch, albeit a 
valuable one, since some of the authors clearly see 
their brief as providing the theory and practise of 
a technique and giving a few examples of its 
application, while others are concerned more with 
solutions to the problems of assaying particular 
biologically active compounds. 
Taking a personal line, I found the opening 
chapter by Larsson, on antigen-defined immuno- 
cytochemistry, the most valuable. Both the theory 
and practise of this elegant and powerful technique 
are well covered and the text is enhanced by clear 
diagrams and photomicrographs. The objectives 
of Hanin’s contribution on the analysis of acetyl- 
choline are by contrast much more limited, 
providing as it does thumbnail sketches of various 
methods and being of most value as a collected 
reference source. The chapter by Karoum and 
Neff on quantitative gas chromatography-mass 
spectrometry combines a general introduction to 
the principles and practise of the technique with 
much enlightening information on its application 
to the analysis of ‘transmitter’ amines and their 
metabolites in biological fluids. I found the tables 
of collected data useful as well as instructive. 
Wolfe and Stein’s chapter on peptide micro- 
analysis brings to the fore the opioid peptides and 
their precursors, in addition to providing a simple 
introduction to the technique of high-pressure 
liquid chromatography - again a very worthwhile 
read. The concluding chapter by Lichstein concen- 
trates on endogenous ouabain-like compounds and 
illustrates the ingenious way in which the author 
has used a lipophilic cation, the tetraphenylphos- 
phonium ion, to measure electrogenic pump 
potentials in cultured cells. 
All in all an enlightened collection - perhaps not 
prescribed reading for any specific group but I 
could envisage particular chapters being invaluable 
to workers in the field. As a teacher, I certainly 
learnt a lot and the enthusiasm of the authors for 
the techniques they have in many cases pioneered, 
and the interest and obvious significance of the 
research they are being applied to, make this much 
more than a methodological reference book. While 
I would have preferred more evenness of style 
between chapters (at the risk of subduing individ- 
uality) this series will be of great value to the 
pharmacologist rying to keep up with the techni- 
ques underpinning so many of the exciting devel- 
opments in pharmacology today. 
J. Hahiday 
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